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❖ A 59-year-old Scientific Society 
devoted to Pathology in Europe

❖ A continuing effort across 3 
successive generations of pathologists

❖ An ever-growing scope of activities 
involving dedicated individuals and  a 
programme devoted to all European 
countries

ESP: The Leading Force in European Pathology

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care



Mission

High quality pathology 
diagnosis for all patients

Up-to-date education across 
Europe 

Support cutting-edge research 
to understand disease and 

translate science into clinical 
practice 

Mission

Vision & Mission of ESP

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care



The first-time national societies were involved in the activities of the ESP was 1963 
in Salzburg

Bidirectional Relationship

13 National 

Pathology 

Societies

1964

115 Members

ESP and National Societies: Natural Connection 

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care



The first time national societies were involved in the activities of the ESP was 1963 
in Salzburg

Bidirectional Relationship

30 National 

Pathology 

Societies

2022

3608 Members

ESP and National Societies: Natural Connection 

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care



2017
N of 
Pathologists

N of ESP 
members

Ratio (%)-ESP 
Members-
Pathologists

Austria 290 44 15

UK 1870 938 50

France 2450 202 8

Germany 1800 105 6

Greece 335 63 19

Italy 1300 90 7

Norway 330 26 8

Poland 580 65 11

Sweden 375 111 30

The Netherlands 575 130 23

Belgium 295 52 18

Switzerland 262 58 22

Spain 1550 119 8

Hungary 330 51 16

Finland 180 28 16

Denmark 250 36 14

Portugal 320 124 39

Total 13177 2242 17

1985
N of 
Pathologists

N of ESP 
members

Ratio (%)-ESP 
Members-
Pathologists

Austria 100 26 26

UK 700 31 4

France 900 67 7

Germany (FRG+GDR) 873 100 12

Greece 160 73 46

Italy 500 98 20

Norway 83 36 43

Poland 550 24 4

Sweden 250 29 12

The Netherlands 223 96 43

Belgium 70 55 79

Switzerland 87 33 38

Spain 600 25 4

Hungary 250 46 18

Finland 80 39 49

Denmark 110 26 24

Portugal 63 30 48

Total 5599 834 15

The leading force in European pathology

Number of Pathologists & ESP Members in Europe 



Diversity is an Asset. The ESP by the Numbers

3,500 80%
ESP Members

are pathologists. 20% are allied health 
professionals, representing, molecular 
biologists, oncologists and many more 

115
Countries are represented 
by members of the ESP

90

3608 97% 3% are allied health 
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Activities

The	European	Society	of	Pathology	(ESP)	is	proud	
to	establish	the	ESP	Academy	(ESPA)	devoted	to	
the	promotion	of	applied	and	translational	
scientific	research	in	the	field	of	human	pathology	

The ESP Academ y will take place 23 rd – 26 th June,
2018 Brussels, Belgium

The deadline for submission of applications is 12 th

January 2018 by 16:00 (4 pm ) CET

The ESP Academy is:

• an interactive four-day workshop designed to
support early career pathologists

• to advance research excellence and innovation
among young pathologists and scientists in the
field of human pathology.

• to Identify the best original pathology-relevant
research submitted by the best junior
Pathology researchers

• to Provide a forum to share experiences with
senior world leading researchers in pathology.

• to engage fellows with mentors and peers to
explore scientific concepts, investigate, and
solve problems.

Adm ission	to	the	Academy	
Admission	to	the	Academy	is	by	competitive	
application	based	on	the	candidate’s	curriculum	
vitae,	clinical	and	research	experience,	
significance	of	the	proposed	project	and	level	of	
support	from	the	home	institute.	

Requirem ents

• Be	a	member	of	the	ESP	

• Have	a	research	doctorate	(PhD),	a	doctoral	
degree	in	medicine	(MD)	or	an	equivalent	
scientific	qualification

• Be	under	35	years	of	age	

• Submit	the	following	documents:	

1. Letter	of	motivation	

2. Full	curriculum	vitae	(1-2	pages)	with	a	
scanned	copy	of	passport	/ID	

3. Outline	of	an	ongoing	or	future	research	
project	(not	more	than	4	A4	pages)	

4. Publication	list.	(papers	published	or	accepted	
for	publication	in	peer-reviewed	journals)	

5. Letter	of	recommendation	from	the	Home	
Institution	

6. Letter	of	recommendation	from	the	National	
Society	of	Pathology	

Invitation to applySubmit your application to admin@esp-pathology.org

ESP Foundation

ESP Fellowships

ESP Pathology Progress Test

Virtual  Preceptorship

ESP Webinars
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Prof. Abbas Agaimy

Virchows Archiv



North America 2021

United States 12%

Canada 2%

Europe Top 3 2021

Italy 14%

Germany 8%

Netherlands 6%

North America; 
14%

Europe; 58%

Middle East & 
India; 0%

China; 8%

Japan; 15%

Asia-Pacific; 4%
Australasia; 0%

South, Latin 
America & 

Carribbean; 1%
Africa; 0%

Accepts by Country 2021

North America; 
14%

Europe; 54%

Middle East & 
India; 1%

China; 7%

Japan; 15%

Asia-Pacific; 8% Australasia; 0%

South, Latin 
America & 

Carribbean; 1%Africa; 0%

Accepts bv Country June 2022



Impact factor
The JCR Impact Factor trend: Number of Citations and Number of Source Items

Publication Type Number of articles
Number of 

Citations
Average Number of 

Citation to the 
Article type

Contribution of 
Citations by article 

type

Number of 0-Cited 
articles among 

article type

% of 0-cited 
Articles among 

article typeby article type by article type

Articles 366 1,240 3.39 67% 73 20%

Reviews 65 616 9.48 33% 4 6%

Total 431 1,856 77
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18

The 20 Working Groups & Affiliated Societies



The European Congresses of Pathology (ECP) 



Diversity is an Asset. The ESP by the Numbers

3,500 80%
ESP Members

are pathologists. 20% are allied health 
professionals, representing, molecular 
biologists, oncologists and many more 

115
Countries are represented 
by members of the ESP

4235 100 2% are allied health 

26 Industry Symposia

116 Exhibitors

Countries are represented 
by the delegates

Registrations

The 34th ECP by the Numbers

1402 Abstracts submitted

176 Bursaries awarded

Top 
Ten 
Countries









ESP and trainees

➢Congress Bursaries

➢ESP Giordano Fellowships

➢ESP Academy

➢EScoP Courses

➢Virtual Preceptorships

➢Pathology Progress Test

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care



ESP Congress Bursaries 
N. of Bursary Awardees (2011-2022)

N of Awardees

Investment (€) 
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37 42 67 83 133 84 182 178 176 175

N. OF ECP BURSARY AWARDEES (2011-2022) 

N of Awardees Investment (€) 

- Free Congress registration 

- Monetary grant (€150) 
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Success rate 41% (2015-2022)

0

50

100

150

Total Awarded

133

18

36

~€250 K

F

M

Giordano Fellowship Awardees (2015-2022)



ESP Giordano Fellowship

& Advanced Training Centres
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…..and growing ……………………….

ESP Giordano Fellowship

& Advanced Training Centres



n=13



n=8



Edition-2019 (N=15)



Edition-2020 (N=23)



Edition-2022 (N=10)



47 
Applications

12 Awarded  

(9F/ 3M)

10 Countries

10 Pathologists/ 

2 Trainees

Success rate 
26%

10 subspecialities 
10 EAT Centres in 7 

Countries

Training period 

(2-3 months) 10 GFs/ ESP funded

2 self-funded

€ 40.000 

by ESP

ESP Giordano Fellowship - edition 2023
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Training future generations of pathologists

• Much of the current training activity is dedicated to

new generations of diagnosticians

• Efforts are needed to identify new academic leaders and

to develop activities to foster such talent

Establishment of the ESP Academy

The ESP Academy 

➢ Intensive workshop for young pathologists with 
or working towards a postgraduate research 
degree (MSc, PhD)

➢ Advance scientific career of young pathologists 
& identify future leaders in the field 

➢ Motivate for science career and engagement in 
ESP

➢ Strengthen science in ESP &  foster scientific 
interaction



ESPA 2022 
applicants per 
country
Red: 5 or 6
Blue: 3 or 4
Yellow: 2
Green: 1
Grey: 0

Also: Israel, 
Philippines, 
Singapore and 
Nigeria

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care

ESPA 2022 Applications



European School of Pathology (EScoP)

EScoP 
Budapest

The European School of Pathology 
(EScoP) was founded in the early 1990’s 
to assume responsibility in the field of 
postgraduate education in pathology

Updates in: 
Head and Neck, Pancreas, Bile Duct System & Liver, 
Breast, Thyroid, Gastro-Intestinal, Soft Tissue 
Tumours, Respiratory, Urinary and Male Genital 
Tracts, Female Genital Tract, Gynaecological, 
Interstitial lung diseases, Nephropathology

• Courses are practice oriented -practical 
work on microscopic images

• Senior trainee/junior consultant level 
• Up to 50 participants to favor interaction
• Faculty is limited in number (4 lecturers 

for a 3-day course)
• Programs are built in half-day topic 

oriented modules 
• Self-evaluation

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care



Pathology Progress Test

The leading force in European pathology

• Close collaboration with the UEMS Board of Pathology 

• Purely formative: a tool for self-assessment

• The results are kept anonymous

November 2022

• Primarily for trainees at the end of a residency program 

(but any pathologist is welcome to participate)  

• 120 questions: text, still images, virtual slides 
• Diagnostic & molecular pathology, also mechanism of disease 

• Immediate test score

• After closure of the test, participants receive a list of the correct answers 
as feed-back



Pathology progress test 2022

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care

Results for the top-15 countries with most participants

Country Success Rate (%)
Number 

Members
Number of Non-

Members
total 

Italy 61,79 29 140 169
Spain 65,63 32 24 56

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 67,1 21 12 33

Romania 63,31 27 4 31
Portugal 71,72 24 6 30
Croatia 68,84 12 16 28

Netherlands 62,75 9 15 24
Turkey 67,13 10 10 20
Greece 65,89 12 6 18
Belgium 63,24 8 9 17
Germany 65,54 7 9 16

France 58,21 3 11 14
Ukraine 61,67 3 11 14
Hungary 62,44 6 7 13

Iraq 70,19 2 11 13



Recently Developed VP Under Developed VP In the Pipe-Line 

Importance of 

biomarker testing in 

endometrial carcinoma

Prof. Xavier Matias-Guiu, MD

Arnau de Vilanova University Hospital, 

Bellvitge University Hospital, IDIBELL, 

University of Lleida, IRBLLeida, 

University of Barcelona, CIBERONC

March 2022 | NP-GBL-DST-PPTX-220001 

Endometrial Carcinoma

Click here to start

CHOLANGIOCARCINOMA (CCA) 

VIRTUAL EDUCATION SERIES

[Placeholder for EXPO code]
Date of prep: [Month] 2022
©  2022, Incyte Biosciences International Sàrl. All rights reserved

The Incyte logo is a registered trademark of Incyte.

Cholangiocarcinoma

NSCLC

Breast Carcinoma

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care

ESP Virtual Preceptorship Series



The Advisory Board of ESP

ESP closely interacts with National Societies in Europe. This has been formalized in the Advisory Board (AB), 

which is composed of one representative from every National Society of Pathology affiliated with ESP. 

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care



The Body of the ESP

The ESP-affiliated National Societies are the
ESP’s bones

The ESP networks between

national pathology societies in

Europe, linking with EU bodies in

close coordination with UEMS

and other scientific organizations

Excellence in pathology for optimal patient care



ESP FOUNDATION

The leading force in European pathology

since 2009

Lung EQA Scheme

Current Programs

PDL-1 EQA Scheme

TNBC

NSCLC

UC 

HNSCC

Colon EQA Scheme



• € 50 annual fee with online version of Virchows Archiv

• € 80 annual fee with paper version of Virchows Archiv

• 3- or 5-year membership with fee reduction

• No membership fee for residents during their training

• Discount rates for registration to annual congress

• Extended access to congress material

• Access to bursaries

• Free access to Educational Platform, courses and fellowships

• Free access to Progress Test

• Access to Masterclasses
Excellence in pathology for 

optimal patient care

ESP membership benefits








